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1 HOUSE BILL NO. 697
2 INTRODUCED BY J. KASSMIER
3
4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT CREATING LANDOWNER REIMBURSEMENTS FOR CROP
5 DAMAGE BY WILDLIFE IN CERTAIN HUNTING DISTRICTS; PROVBING REIMBURSEMENT-FUNBING
6
7 MCA-LIMITING TOTAL REIMBURSEMENTS PER YEAR TO $3 MILLION; ALLOWING AUTOMATIC
8 INCREASES IN TOTAL REIMBURSEMENTS; AND REQUIRING PUBLIC HUNTING TO OBTAIN A
9 REIMBURSEMENT.”
10
11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
12
13 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Landowner reimbursements -- department review -- fee. (1) If the
14 commission limits the number of permits available for a species in a hunting district where the population of that
15 species exceeds 200% of the sustainable population established pursuant to 87-1-323, landowners in that
16 district may apply for reimbursement of crop damage. To be eligible for cost reimbursement, a landowner shall
17  submit:
18 (a) an application describing the loss, allegations, and reasonable documentation supporting the
19 involvement of the species in question;
20 (b) a monetary estimate of damages from a certified crop adjuster; and
21 (c) evidence that the landowner allows public hunting of the species for which the damage is being
22 sought; and
23 {e)(d) a $50 filing fee.
24 (2) The landowner seeking reimbursement is responsible for costs incurred to complete the
25 requirements of subsection (1).
26 (3) The department shall review reimbursement requests in the order received. The department may
27 grant, modify, or deny reimbursement requests._Total reimbursements are limited to $3 million per calendar
28  year. If the limit is reached in a calendar year, the department shall increase total reimbursements the next year
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1 by 20%.

3 (4) The landowner seeking reimbursement must allow public hunting on the property for which a crop

4 damage claim is made.

5 (5) __For the purposes of this section, “public hunting” means hunting by one or more persons who hold

6 a hunting license issued by the department for the species causing the damage.
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7 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Codification instruction. [Section 1] is intended to be codified as an

8 integral part of Title 87, chapter 1, part 2, and the provisions of Title 87, chapter 1, part 2, apply to [section 1].

9 - END -
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